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Pioneering provincial newspapers in New south
Wales experienced an ephemeral existence. After cau-
tious beginnings in the 1840s, the spread of provincial
titles was accelerated by the gold discoveries and re-
lated population influxes of the second half of the nine-
teenth century. This study examines the development
of the provincial press in NSW in this period, and the
emergence of competition. The special focus is sur-
vival. The author examines the surviving titles in four
major provincial centres which were newspaper sites
before 1860 and shows that continuity of proprietors
and editors contributed to the survival of a newspaper
title, especially in the face of competition.
I
N provincial New South Wales, scores of newspaper mast-
heads plunged into oblivion in the nineteenth century —
some after lives of only a few months. Early examples were
the Albury Telegraph and Federation Journal, snuffed out after only
three months’ existence in 1858, and the Twofold Bay and Maneroo
Telegraph, buried after failing to find paradise in a six-month life
at Eden in 1860 (Kirkpatrick 1996c). In Australia as a whole,
about 170 newspaper titles had seen the light of day by 1850, but
only 50 of them had survived to that point (Green 1961, p.65).
The demise of a newspaper title was a story in itself, a story often
not told or only poorly told, for where it was traditional for
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newspapers to bray brightly about the establishment of a new
journal in this town or the next, it seemed less noteworthy to re-
mark upon their sudden passing. Fortunately, there were excep-
tions (and the Yass Courier was a notable one), otherwise the brief
lives of some of the early newspapers, especially those for which
no files remain, would have gone unrecorded. The death of a
masthead was generally mourned by many, for those grieving
included not only the proprietor and his backers, but also the
business community of the town and the readers themselves.
The mourning was all the more severe if the masthead had rep-
resented the town’s first newspaper, or its only newspaper at the
time. A town without a newspaper was a community without a
voice to make itself heard in the wider world, a community un-
able to tell its collective story.
Scores of newspapers were established before 1845 within the
wide original boundaries of the colony of New South Wales. The
first was the Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser in
1803. Underscoring the high mortality rate, however, was the
fact that upon the closure of the Australian and the Sydney Chroni-
cle on 28 and 30 September 1848, respectively, the two longest
surviving papers were the Sydney Morning Herald, established in
1831 as the Sydney Herald, and the Maitland Mercury, established
in 1843 (Maitland Mercury 1848b, p.2). The infant mortality rate in
the provincial press was certainly as high as in the Sydney press.
Many country papers in the 1850s and 1860s were as short-lived
as the rushes for gold to the districts where some papers were es-
tablished.
Once a field of any importance was fairly established, it usually pub-
lished at least one paper of its own, for the diggings were full of excit-
ing news and the diggers were full of grievances that demanded
instant and vigorous expression . . . (Green 1961, p.329; Kirkpatrick
1996a, p.62).
The printing press brought by the publisher would possibly
have been used already to produce one or two short-lived news-
papers. The following report from the Tumut & Adelong Times
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(1867) reflected this as well as the general uncertainty of survival
for country newspapers:
The paper published at Burrowa for a little over 12 months was to be
sold at Burrowa yesterday by the local auctioneer. In times past the
plant has done service first at Young, then at Burrowa, next at
Gundagai, and lastly a second time at Burrowa. The last appearance of
the Telegraph took place on Saturday [9 November]. The paper pub-
lished at Young since the end of 1864 is also announced for sale, as is its
offshoot, the Emu Creek Miner.
Such papers had an even higher death rate in infancy than jour-
nals established in non-mining centres, but one writer observed:
“The gold-field, more than any other factor, evolved the country
press of Australia. The gold-field gave it its first great impetus”
(Review of Reviews 1907, p.444).
This paper is an exploratory one, written in the early stages of
formulating findings from an intensive period of research on the
New South Wales provincial press. It focuses on two aspects of
the pioneering provincial newspapers: (1) the development of
the press in the nineteenth century, including the establishment
of a town’s first newspaper and the aspirations of the proprietors
or editors, the emergence of competition and changes in fre-
quency of publication; and (2) survival — with insights into pro-
prietors, persistence and profitability. This paper provides
evidence that proprietorial persistence — an enduring proprietor
who was often the editor or who was able to attract an excellent
editor — contributed in three important ways to the survival of a
newspaper title: (a) to its will-to-live during the difficult years of
infancy; (b) to its stability in later years when solid competition
had emerged; and (c) to its general profitability. The author ex-
amines the press in four provincial cities — two coastal and two
inland — each of which can be regarded as a pioneering newspa-
per centre and each of which today supports a daily newspaper.
The centres selected are Maitland and Grafton (coastal), and
Bathurst and Goulburn (inland).
In 1850 only four newspapers were being published in what
was classified as the Middle District of NSW, and three of those
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papers were the Maitland Mercury (established 1843), the Bathurst
Free Press (1849) and the Goulburn Herald (1848). The other title
was the Moreton Bay Courier, the forerunner of Brisbane’s Cou-
rier-Mail which celebrated its 150th birthday on 20 June 1996.
Grafton’s first newspaper, the Clarence and Richmond Examiner,
was not published until 1859. By 1860, this NSW provincial press
listing of four had jumped to 21 newspapers published in 16 cen-
tres, even though journals such as the Goulburn Times (1852), the
Newcastle Telegraph (1855), and the Hunter River Journal, Maitland
(1855), had emerged during the decade and disappeared before
its conclusion. Part of the Middle District, too, had disappeared,
for Queensland had become a separate colony in 1859. Victoria
separated in 1851. Maitland, Bathurst and Goulburn each had
two newspapers (Braidwood had three). Of the 21 newspapers,
the Maitland Mercury was the only one appearing three times a
week. Six were issued bi-weekly (including both Bathurst papers
and both Goulburn papers, as well as the Northern Times,
Maitland), and the remaining 14, weekly. Grafton, more distant
from Sydney than the other four centres being studied, had had
its lone newspaper only six months when 1860 dawned. By 1870
the 1860 listing had more than doubled to 46 provincial newspa-
pers published in thirty-four towns.1 Again, many papers estab-
lished after the beginning of the decade did not survive until its
end: examples, the Wynyard Times, Tumut, 1860-64; the
Tenterfield Chronicle, 1861-64; and the Moruya Messenger, 1862-64
(Kirkpatrick 1996b & 1996c).
Of the four centres under study, the first newspaper title in only
two survived more than two years. The first Maitland title, the
Hunter River Gazette, survived less than seven months; the first
Bathurst title, the Bathurst Advocate, survived nineteen months; the
first Goulburn title, the Goulburn Herald, survived for three months
short of sixteen years (but continued in an amalgamated form, and
survived in all, 79 years); and the first Grafton title, the Clarence and
Richmond Examiner, changed only in 1915 to recognise its upgrad-
ing
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1. Lists drawn up by author, based partly on Australian Almanac 1870: pp.63-64, but
also on independent research.
to daily status, becoming the Daily Examiner. Of the four newspa-
pers, the Goulburn Herald had the least troubled childhood. In fact, it
was highly profitable for the founder, William Jones, who owned it
for a decade (Goulburn Herald 1858; Yass Courier 1857).
When Jones sold it, the new Goulburn Herald proprietor and
editor, William Russell Riley, pinpointed one of the problems
that confronted the emerging provincial press: the quality of the
people running the papers. He wrote:
Considering the class of men by whom many of the colonial newspa-
pers have been conducted, it is not surprising that the press, especially
the provincial portion, has hitherto failed to obtain that degree of in-
fluence which is enjoyed by the “fourth estate” in the mother coun-
try . . . (Goulburn Herald 1858b)
Riley could have been referring to Maitland and Bathurst, both
of which experienced a demonstrable lack of proprietorial com-
mitment or stability at crucial periods early in the lives of their
first newspaper. This contributed to the demise of those titles.
Maitland, almost swallowed up by sprawling Newcastle nowa-
days, was reached principally by steamer in the 1840s when the
town became the cradle of the provincial press within what are
now the boundaries of New South Wales. Eight steamers plied
their trade between the Hunter River and Sydney each week in
1841 (Sydney Morning Herald 1841b, p.2) The first two provincial
newspapers were published in Maitland. The first survived, as
mentioned above, less than seven months; the second, the Mer-
cury, has survived more than 150 years. The Hunter River Gazette
and Journal of Agriculture, Commerce, Politics and News began pub-
lication as a weekly newspaper on Saturday, 11 December 1841.
Its proprietor and editor, Thomas Strode, had been the mechani-
cal superintendent at the Sydney Herald for several years before
sailing to Melbourne to join George Arden, aged 18, in establish-
ing the Port Phillip Gazette on 27 October 1838. It was the first
newspaper registered and printed in Melbourne (Walker 1976,
p.43; Shakespeare 1959, pp.1-2). The editorial columns of the Ga-
zette demonstrated, throughout its first year, Arden’s ability, en-
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ergy and public spirit (Pike 1966, p.26). But his intemperate pen
embroiled him in many quarrels and after he had attacked the er-
ratic Judge Willis in July 1841, Strode arranged to dissolve the
partnership with Arden. On 12 February 1842, Arden was jailed
by Judge Willis for 12 months and fined £300 (Shakespeare 1959,
p.8).
By November 1841, two unsuccessful attempts had been
made to establish a newspaper at Maitland whose population of
2768 was twice the size of Newcastle (Shakespeare 1959, p.8).
One of the proposed publications was the Maitland Express and
Hunter’s River Advertiser, which was to have been established in
January 1841 as a bi-weekly (Australian 1840, p.4). The other, un-
named, was proposed in June 1841, with a capital of £3000 in
£1-shares sought (Sydney Gazette 1841a and 1841b). According to
Walker (1976, pp.43-44), the Hunter River Gazette “appeared sud-
denly . . . without previous notice”, but both the Sydney Herald
and the Australian flagged the impending publication more than
a fortnight before it took place. The Herald congratulated “the in-
habitants of the Hunter’s River districts upon the completion of
the arrangements for starting a local paper, under management
which is almost certain to command success”: the Herald’s for-
mer chief printer, Strode. He already had the “printing materi-
als” in Maitland, and about a fortnight later the first issue of the
Port Hunter Gazette was expected (Sydney Herald 1841a, p.2; Aus-
tralian 1841, p.3). The projected title changed before 11 Decem-
ber, but the publisher did not. Strode came before the public
“unbiased by party feelings and perfectly independent, in every
sense of the term” (Hunter River Gazette 1841, p.2).
Strode seemed to have learned little from Arden’s ‘intemper-
ate pen’, for his own pen spared no one, not even the would-be
poets who penned verse seeking publication in the columns of
the Gazette. On 30 April 1842, a fortnight after Arden’s release
from jail, Strode announced: “In consequence of his private af-
fairs demanding his presence in another part of the colony, the
proprietor is compelled to offer for sale the above publishing
property. Possession is offered on July 1, or earlier” (Shakespeare
1959, pp.10-11). After 29 issues, Strode discontinued the Hunter
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River Gazette on 25 June 1842 and hurried back to Melbourne.
When Arden became insolvent, Strode regained control of the
Port Phillip Gazette (Walker 1976, p.44). Six and a half months af-
ter the closure of the Hunter River Gazette, the first number of the
Maitland Mercury appeared (Maitland Mercury 1843).
At Bathurst, Benjamin Isaacs founded the Bathurst Advocate
on 5 February 1848, probably with the backing of Geoffrey Amos
Eagar, an accountant who later became a politician, banker and
public servant (Pike 1972, pp.125-127). Eagar had registered the
unpublished title, Bathurst Advertiser, on 18 June 1847. Isaacs, the
overseer for Edward Smith-Hall’s Monitor in Sydney and a
printer at Parramatta on and off for 13 years, had already estab-
lished two Parramatta papers and a New Zealand paper (Jervis
1963, p.141; Shakespeare 1959, pp.12-13, 17, 23). In the Bathurst
Advocate, Isaacs, under his characteristic motto, “For the Queen,
the Law and the People”, promised to maintain an independent
position and never become the “Tool of a Party”. His columns
would be open to every temperate expression of opinion on the
various subjects of colonial policy. Isaacs said he was fully aware
of the risk of his speculation. Friends had told him he ought not
to venture into publishing without a very respectable list of sub-
scribers to begin with, but he thought he knew better (Bathurst
Advocate 1848a, p.2). After 10 issues he had only 70 subscribers
(Bathurst Advocate 1848b).
Bathurst was a crude settlement in which to introduce a
newspaper. The public institutions and the courts were not re-
ceptive to an organ of public opinion, road communications
were dreadful, the town lacked the stimulus of a healthy civic
spirit, and there were 13 licensed liquor houses and many more
sly grog shanties in a town of fewer than 2000 people and only
364 houses (Shakespeare 1959, p.24). Isaacs set about advocating
reforms. He found that hawking licences were being granted
freely, but he claimed that this was of little credit to the parties
whose province it was to sanction their issue. “It is a well known
fact that many of the gentry which obtain licences are not only il-
legal sellers of grog, but amongst them are many strongly sus-
pected of being receivers and disposers of stolen property, for
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which their licences to prowl and ramble round the country af-
ford them every facility.” He alleged that the lodging houses in
the town had long been complained of as nuisances and charged
that many were solely grog shops and receptacles for characters
of the worst description. “Nearly 30 of these pest houses in the
town of Bathurst are Jonathan Wylde dens of infamy” (Shake-
speare 1959, p.25).
In 1849, the Advocate’s columns carried a rising crescendo of
criticism against the local police, in particular the new Chief
Constable, John Davies, a former reporter on the Port Phillip Ga-
zette. Eventually, a poem, not written by Isaacs but published by
him, led to a libel action initiated by the chief constable. From
that point, Isaacs threw to the winds what little discretion he had
retained. In reporting the libel case, he took pains to republish
the verses that had led to the action, and this led to a second ac-
tion. Isaacs was privately worried about his position, but af-
fected bravado in his writing and announced plans to enlarge the
Advocate as soon as a suitable press and a new assortment of
types he had ordered were received. Even before the double ac-
tion went to trial, however, Isaacs sold for £450 the press, types
and building of the Advocate to William Farrand who, on 6 Octo-
ber, launched a new title, the Bathurst Free Press, in place of the
short-lived Advocate. Meanwhile, Isaacs was languishing in
prison, having been jailed for a total of two months on separate
charges and fined a total of forty pounds and one shilling
(£40/1/-) (Shakespeare 1959, pp.27-39).
The Goulburn press had a solid beginning, thanks to William
Jones, and the Grafton press, despite difficult financial times in
its first year, achieved continuity of its first title, at the expense of
its first editor and nominal proprietor. Jones established the
Goulburn Herald and County of Argyle Advertiser on 1 July 1848
when the town’s population was approximately 1000 (Goulburn
Herald 1848; Goulburn Heritage Study 1983, p.89). Goulburn, 136
miles, or about 220km, from Sydney, was described the previous
year as “beyond all comparison the finest [town] in the Southern
interior of New South Wales” (Wyatt 1972, pp.1, 69). Jones was a
business man as he had demonstrated when he had grubbed out
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£1000 profit a year with his Commercial Journal and Advertiser,
which he established in Sydney in 1835. It was distributed with-
out charge and Walker (1976, p.32) describes it as Australia’s first
advertising sheet. The Goulburn Herald produced “one of the best
first numbers we remember to have seen, inasmuch as it contains
a very good amount of local news, a couple of leaders on the top-
ics of the day, and a creditable selection of other matter”
(Maitland Mercury 1848a, p.2). Jones promised to oppose class
legislation and to support only “those measures which are calcu-
lated to confer an equality of rights — civil, religious, and politi-
cal — upon all Her Majesty’s subjects”. He apologised for “a
deficiency of country news and, doubtless, many other imperfec-
tions . . .” (Goulburn Herald 1848). The Herald made money, lots of
it, and Jones made a lot more when he sold the paper in March
1858 (Yass Courier 1857; Goulburn Herald 1858a).
At Grafton, in 1859, the Clarence and Richmond Examiner, was
ostensibly launched by William Edward Vincent but the power
behind the throne was wealthy politician, Clark Irving, whose
objective was re-election at the impending first NSW poll con-
ducted by ballot (Vincent 1980, p.18). To speed up the process,
the first issue, dated 21 June, was printed in Sydney, and distrib-
uted en route to Grafton. The first Grafton issue was produced
under difficulty, for the temporary printing premises and dwell-
ing had not been completed and the type cases and demi-folio
press had to be set up on the veranda (Vincent 1980, p.19). In ad-
dition, “the labour we had contracted with, turned out in digger
parlance, a ‘duffer’, and at a moment when practical assistance
was most required could not be induced to come up to the agree-
ment”. That issue was fairly ragged. Vincent apologised, and
promised that each succeeding week would “witness a corre-
sponding improvement in the appearance of the paper”. He
promised to support the liberal principles which would be
evolved in the “new parliament” but added that “the extension
of local institutions, the spread of education through the dis-
tricts, and keeping prominently before the view those points
likely to affect the welfare of the settlers or that of their children,
will be our first duty” (Clarence & Richmond Examiner 1859, p.2).
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On 20 July, Grafton was gazetted a municipality and the first
mayor was elected in September (Clarence River Historical Soci-
ety). In Sydney, Clark Irving and John Dunmore Lang failed to
gain Parliament’s support for the separation of the Northern
Rivers district from the colony of New South Wales. Later, Vin-
cent’s failure to provide enthusiastic support for the
Irving/Lang stance led Irving, as the major stakeholder, to de-
cide to sell the Examiner title and plant to Richard Stevenson on
31 March 1861. Simultaneously, Vincent sold his minority inter-
est. The full price was £550 (Clarence & Richmond Examiner 1861a
and 1861b). In later years, the Examiner would acknowledge that
without special support from the Clarence people “we could not
have weathered the first year of existence”, and then prophesied:
“With their support and confidence, like the broad waters of the
Clarence, we may flow on for ever” (Clarence & Richmond Exam-
iner 1881b).
In both Maitland and Bathurst, where the first newspaper ti-
tle in each town had suffered from the lack of a committed
founding proprietor with a sense of editorial even-handedness,
the second newspaper title was the continuing one. Stability of
proprietorial oversight was provided initially in Maitland
through Richard Jones and in Bathurst through William Farrand.
The Maitland Mercury was established on 7 January 1843 by joint
proprietors, Richard Jones, editor, and Thomas William Tucker,
business manager, book-keeper and reporter, along with their
three employees. The Bathurst Free Press, with Farrand at the
helm, took over from the Bathurst Advocate without missing a
heartbeat, or an issue. By the time there was newspaper competi-
tion in Maitland, the Mercury had become a bi-weekly (1846) and
the ownership arrangements had changed twice, with Tucker
departing the partnership in 1846 and Jones selling in 1854. Op-
position came from the Hunter River Journal, established in Octo-
ber 1855 (Moreton Bay Courier 1855; People’s Advocate 1855, p.4). It
was a short-lived publication about which little is known. The
Mercury became a tri-weekly on 1 April 1856, and four months
later, on 9 August, more serious competition emerged in the
form of the Northern Times and Maitland Advertiser, launched as a
A case study of four provicial press sites 167
bi-weekly by Francis Mason. From the issue of 17 October 1857,
it appeared as the Northern Times and Newcastle Telegraph, having
amalgamated with the first Newcastle newspaper, established
about August 1855 (Northern Times & Newcastle Telegraph 1857).
George Maxted, formerly proprietor of the Telegraph, was the
dominant figure when the two titles combined (Pogonoski 1938,
p.417). In early 1858 Maxted canvassed East Maitland residents
and business people to gauge support for a new journal to serve
that town. None emerged. The Northern Times ceased publication
about 2 May 1860, a few months before the establishment date of
a new paper, the Maitland Ensign, which Andrew Armstrong and
Duncan Maclardy established — on 3 October 1860 — as a
bi-weekly (Yass Courier 1860; Northern Times 1860; Maitland En-
sign 1861). The Australian Almanac (1861, p.247) lists the Mercury
and the Ensign as the newspapers published in Maitland at the
close of 1860.
The records of the Maitland Mercury from 1854 to 1874 show
that it was a prosperous newspaper. Thomas William Tucker,
Richard Cracknell and Alexander Falls, three employees who
bought the paper in 1854 from Richard Jones, set out to make the
Mercury the leading paper in the Hunter Valley. In 1858, with a
circulation of 2550, there was one copy for every 25 people living
in the districts in which it was sold. Between 1865 and 1874 the
average circulation rose from 2212 to 2663. In 1860 the three pro-
prietors valued the business at nearly £13,000, comprising £3735
for copyright (the average annual profit over the previous three
years), £5662 for good book debts, and £3394 for plant and stock.
The precise valuation was £12,791 (Walker 1976, p.180). The Mer-
cury continued prosperously in the nineteenth century, apart
from an aberration in the period, 1870-73, when it was run by the
widow of Alexander Falls, who had become sole proprietor and
who died on 29 April 1870, aged 45 (Maitland Mercury 1870). His
widow, who was left with nine children, mismanaged her grief
and the Mercury and died on 23 April 1873 (Maitland Mercury
1873a). Two trustees, the Rev. Richard Thomas Hills and Alexan-
der Wilkinson, successfully managed the Mercury until it was
auctioned on 4 November 1874 under a decree issued on 6 July
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by the Primary Judge in Equity, John Fletcher Hargrave
(Maitland Mercury 1873b, 1874b and 1895). Three employees,
T.W. Tucker, John Gillies and John Thompson, paid £10,150 for
the newspaper, described as “the largest and most valuable of
the New South Wales provincial newspapers” and the one “hav-
ing the largest circulation” (Maitland Mercury 1874a and 1874c).
In Bathurst, not only was the second newspaper title endur-
ing, but also the third. Both titles endured to the same point — 31
March 1904 — before combining to become the Bathurst Daily
Argus. The Bathurst Times was established on 17 March 1858 by
Edward George Wilton and W. Wheeler. Much of the type for
the business arrived in Bathurst only two days before the first is-
sue was to appear. Unusual amongst colonial journals of the
time, the Times supported Liberal Conservative politics (Maitland
Mercury 1858). The Free Press was appearing bi- weekly, the sec-
ond time around. The first venture into bi-weekly issue was
made at the height of the rush to the Bathurst district by gold
seekers. On 28 May 1851 Farrand announced:
The pressing demands for early intelligence from the Gold Country
have induced the proprietor of the Free Press to publish a single sheet
twice a week from the present time, instead of a double sheet as hith-
erto, and so soon as the necessary arrangements can be made, it is his
intention to furnish his readers with three issues per week.
He increased the subscription rate, changed the title to the
Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal, and hoped to issue
tri-weekly from July (Bathurst Free Press 1851). The hope was not
fulfilled and Farrand reverted to weekly issue in July 1852
(Bathurst Free Press 1852a and 1852b). It was not until March 1856
that he resumed bi-weekly issue (Bathurst Free Press 1856a and
1856b). The Times was appearing bi-weekly by November 1860,
with Wilton as sole proprietor (Bathurst Times 1860). The Austra-
lian Nation appeared monthly in Bathurst from June 1864. It was
established and run by politician David Buchanan who espoused
an “unflinching advocacy of the liberal cause” (Maitland Mercury
1864). It appeared at least until May 1865 (Yass Courier 1865).
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The 1870s provided the seeds for more intensive competi-
tion in Bathurst, with the Western Independent established on 2
August 1872 by a photographer, bookseller and former mayor,
Alexander B. Rae, and the Sentinel on 25 November 1876 by Dan-
iel Mayne, a publican, and occasional contributor to the Independ-
ent, offended by Rae’s failure to return him a good deed
(Bathurst District Historical Society files; Bathurst Times 1876,
p.2; National Advocate 1911). Rae established his paper at the
height of a divisive community debate on whether 10 acres in the
heart of the city should be reserved for a proposed Model School
or for recreation. Rae was one of the “recreationists” and the In-
dependent certainly supported that cause (Greaves 1976, p.173).
The Independent demonstrated that it was not a single-issue jour-
nal, however, and, recovering from two savage libel judgements
in 1874 and 1875, became a daily publication on 1 July 1881, the
same day that the Times began issuing daily (Australian Town &
Country Journal 1881, p.10; Bathurst Daily Times 1881). The Inde-
pendent was still a daily in 1885, but had ceased publication by
1889 (Middleton & Manning 1886-87, p.2). The Sentinel remained
a weekly publication throughout its life, ceasing publication on
30 September 1905 (Bathurst Daily Argus 1905). At the end of
1889, Bathurst had three dailies: the Times and the Free Press,
both issued in the evening, and the National Advocate, established
to pursue the protectionist cause, issued in the morning. The Free
Press began appearing daily on 9 December 1889 as a competitive
response to the impact of the National Advocate, established on 28
September 1889 (National Advocate 1889; Bathurst Daily Free Press
1889).
At Goulburn, the Herald had competition little more than four
years after its establishment: the Goulburn Times was established
on 27 August 1852 by the failed Bathurst proprietor, Benjamin
Isaacs, and editor, J.H.P. Polson, formerly a reporter on the Her-
ald (Wyatt 1972, pp.232-233; Liston-Nightingale 1993). The
Bathurst Free Press (1852c) questioned whether ‘the district of
Goulburn contains a population sufficiently numerous and pub-
lic spirited to maintain two newspapers in health and vigorous
existence’, and perceptively observed that time would solve the
170 Australian Studies in Journalism
problem. It did; the Goulburn Times died in infancy.2 Three years
later, there was stronger competition, this time from the
Goulburn Chronicle and Southern Advertiser, established on 7 July
1855. The Sydney Morning Herald (1855, p.3) observed that noth-
ing could be in better taste than the Chronicle’s “getting up” and
that the “want of a second newspaper has long been felt”. The
Chronicle provided solid competition for the Goulburn Herald —
which underwent a change of ownership in 1858 — until the im-
position of a penny postage fee on newspapers mailed to Austra-
lian destinations from 1 April 1864. From that date, the two
Goulburn papers amalgamated under the title of the Goulburn
Herald and Chronicle (1864, p.1). The Yass Courier (1864) observed
that the postage tax had killed both Goulburn’s Chronicle and
Grafton’s Advocate. The Yass paper regarded the Chronicle as
better than the Herald. Two months later, probably on 4 June
1864, the “enterprising staff of the late Goulburn Chronicle”
launched another journal, the Goulburn Argus, which began life
as a bi- weekly and became a daily in 1881 (Wynyard Times 1864;
Australian Almanac 1865, p.80; Yass Courier 1881a).
At Grafton, the opposition newspapers came thick and fast,
generally with a member of the Vincent family involved some-
how. Four months after W.E. Vincent was squeezed out of the
editorship and his minority interest in the Clarence and Richmond
Examiner, he launched the Clarence and Richmond Independent, on
5 August 1861 only to die on 22 November that year at the age of
48, leaving a widow and eight children (Vincent 1980, p.23; Syd-
ney Morning Herald 1861, p.6; Clarence & Richmond Examiner
1861b, p.2). The Independent struggled on for another seven
months, primarily through the efforts of Vincent’s oldest son,
Henry, aged 14, assisted by his brother, Frank, aged 11. The In-
dependent ceased publication on 30 June 1862 (Vincent 1980,
p.25). Within a fortnight a new journal emerged, with Henry
Vincent and Thomas Faught the proprietors: The Advocate and
2 The final extract seen by the author appeared in the People’s Advocate, 19. Feb.
1853, p.7.
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Advertiser for the Clarence, Richmond, and New England Districts
was established on 14 July 1862. It was the Grafton paper whose
death, on 22 March 1864, was blamed on the postage tax (Vincent
1980, p. 28; Yass Courier 1864). No sooner had it been buried, than
the Grafton Herald was born — some time after April 1864 — only
to expire in January 1865 (Vincent 1980, p.28; Australian Almanac
1865, p.80; Clarence & Richmond Examiner 1865). In early 1866 the
Examiner, (1866, p.2) suspecting another competitor was about to
emerge, suggested that “the time has not yet arrived when we
can hope that a second newspaper can be permanently main-
tained amongst us”. Stevenson added punch to his contention by
inserting two paragraphs about the recent demise of the Leader in
Brisbane and the News in Rockhampton:
The fact is, that the postage on newspapers, the withdrawal of the ex-
tensive and reckless system of advertising at one time adopted by the
New South Wales Government, and the superior attractions of the
Sydney Mail and Weekly Empire, have superseded minor provincial pa-
pers everywhere.
In both Goulburn and Grafton in the 1870s tri-weekly news-
papers emerged that became major players for at least half a cen-
tury. In Goulburn’s case, the Goulburn Evening Penny Post and
Southern Counties General Advertiser — sometimes regarded as
having been established on 4 October 1870 although actually es-
tablished some months earlier — ultimately outlived the Herald,
established in 1848 (Wyatt, p.234; Tazewell, p.94; Goulburn Her-
ald & Chronicle, 1870b and 1870c). The two papers competed as
tri-weeklies for most of the 57 years in which they were rivals,
providing Goulburn readers with, effectively, a daily newspa-
per, for the Herald generally appeared on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays and the Post on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.
In April 1881 the Southern Argus became a daily, but ceased pub-
lication about 1885 (Yass Courier 1881a). In 1889, another
tri-weekly, the Evening Star, emerged, only to die in infancy — in
1894 (Tazewell 1991, p.96). The Herald became the Southern Morn-
ing Herald about October 1920 when it became a daily, only to be
absorbed from 1 July 1927 by the Post. The Post, which had been
a tri-weekly, began to appear five days a week and did so until it
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became a morning daily on 12 October 1987 and appeared six
days a week (Newspapers in Australian Libraries, Part 2, 1985, p.20;
Goulburn Evening Penny Post 1927; Goulburn Post 1987).
The Grafton Argus and Clarence River General Advertiser, estab-
lished on 2 October 1874 by Thomas and Robert Page, was a
lively tri-weekly from the very beginning. The first issue con-
tained the first of a series of letters on “the Separation of the
Northern Districts from New South Wales and their formation
into a separate and independent Colony, under the name of New
Cornwall,” received from a correspondent who adopted the nom
de plume of “Aliquis” (Grafton Argus 1874a). The Argus (1874b)
was soon accusing the Examiner of the “wholesale pirating of our
telegrams, procured by us at great cost” — example, the Victo-
rian Race Meet at Flemington on 5 and 6 November. The Exam-
iner plunged into a trap set by the Argus: the Argus changed the
placings in a minor race, and the Examiner, as had been its habit,
reproduced the Argus report, unacknowledged. The Argus kept a
copy of the original telegram, with correct placings, and invited
readers to inspect it at its office. So keen was the Argus to make
an impression with its telegraphed news that it “spiritedly had
the Governor’s Speech in opening Parliament telegraphed”. It
contained more than 2500 words (Grafton Argus 1874c).
The Argus, with Thomas Page as editor initially and then
Robert taking the reins as Thomas concentrated more on his
newsagency business, his financial agencies and civic affairs —
he was elected mayor of Grafton in 1875 and 1878-79 and became
the council clerk in 1883 — quickly made an impact in two ways:
(1) on public opinion; and (2) on the direction taken by the lon-
gest-established Grafton paper, the Examiner. The Argus editori-
alised early on “the Policy of the Government, the Separation of
these Districts from New South Wales, Improved System of Edu-
cation, Electoral and Municipal Reform, the Clarence and New
England Railway, the Retirement of our Present Member, the
Qualifications of his Successor, and Local Wants and Topics”. It
remarked:
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Our articles upon general questions have repeatedly been reprinted
by leading journals in districts adjoining our own (and interested in its
prosperity and the subjects with which they deal), and also in the
Intercolonial Press, from Queensland in the north to Melbourne in the
south; and even Metropolitan journals of the highest literary talent
have favored us with an admission of their merit by reproducing them
in their columns (Grafton Argus 1874d).
The Argus was doing so well that it ordered new type and
plant and enlarged its size from 11 January 1875, saying that it
would no longer be known as the “LITTLE ORGAN”. After six
months the Argus (1875a) had issued 50,000 copies and had re-
ceived from its correspondents in Sydney, Melbourne and other
places nearly 400 telegraphic messages. Thomas Page and Co.
reduced the annual advance subscription by six shillings to 20
shillings (Grafton Argus 1875b). The Examiner was struggling,
and on 30 March 1875, Richard Stevenson, the proprietor for 14
years, sold it to James D. Gray and James Maxwell
McNaughton for £3000 (Tenterfield Independent 1875; Clarence &
Richmond Examiner 1875a). Six months later, on 19 October, the
new proprietors began publishing it bi-weekly (Clarence & Rich-
mond Examiner 1875b).
The competition was intense, with the Examiner, the Observer,
established by Edward Charlton Madgwick in April 1867, and
the Argus generally appearing, in total, six times a week (Grafton
Observer 1880, p.4). In the late 1870s, the three papers were each
appearing twice weekly. The Observer, which apparently had an
interruption to its publication in 1878, succumbed and its plant
and copyright were offered unsuccessfully at auction on 29 Sep-
tember 1881 only to be bought privately, later, by the Examiner
proprietary (Daily Examiner 1969, p.2; Clarence & Richmond Exam-
iner 1881c). The Examiner itself had undergone a partial change in
proprietary six months earlier. On 1 April 1881 Gray sold his in-
terest in the Examiner to George Henry Varley, who had been
sporting editor of the Newcastle Morning Herald for nine years
(Clarence & Richmond Examiner 1881a; Bulletin 1881, p.4). In 1883
Gray bought the Argus from Robert Page who shifted to Casino
to become the editor and part-owner of the Richmond River Ex-
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press (Richmond River Express 1970, p.3). The Argus was bi-weekly
for much of the 1880s, weekly for much of the 1890s, and mainly
bi-weekly again at the turn of the century until it jumped to
tri-weekly status again from 31 May 1909. It became a daily on 1
January 1921 and ceased publication on 31 March 1922 (Grafton
Argus 1921 and 1922). The Examiner, which became a daily on 1
July 1915, flowed on, like the broad waters of the Clarence (viz.
Table 1 for comparison of daily publication in the four centres).
In the four centres under study, the longevity of newspaper
titles generally bears a strong correlation with the continuing in-
volvement of either one or more newspaper families as propri-
etors. This follows the pattern established in such centres as
Kiama, Albury and Singleton, to take only three examples. In
Kiama, which had numerous titles in the nineteenth century, the
one that has endured is the Kiama Independent established in 1863
by Joseph Weston and owned and managed ever since by the
Weston family (Weston 1996; Kiama Independent 1963, p.1). In
Albury, a similar situation prevails in relation to the Mott family
which established the Border Morning Mail in 1903 (Border Morn-
ing Mail 1953, p.3). At Singleton, the town’s third newspaper and
second Argus, has been the survivor, largely because of the own-
ership of the Robinson family through three generations from
1886 to 1973 (Robinson 1996; Singleton Argus 1973, p.3). In the
midst of such continuity, the uncertain nature of a newspaper’s
existence may be gauged from the variation in the figures for to-
tal NSW provincial newspaper listings that span the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries, soaring to 249 in 1913 and then declin-
ing: 143 in 1886, 160 in 1892, 240 in 1910, 249 in 1913, 225 in 1922;
193 in 1935, and 171 in 1947 (Walker 1976, p. 176; 1980, p.166).
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Table 1: When newspapers in the four centres became
dailies
Centre Newspaper Year
Bathurst Times 18813
Independent 18814
National Advocate 18895
Free Press 18896
Daily Argus 19047
Maitland Mercury 18948
Goulburn Southern Argus 18819
Herald 192010
Evening Penny Post 192711
Grafton Examiner 191512
Argus 192113
At the Maitland Mercury, Thomas William Tucker, one of the
founding proprietors, was a continuing presence over more than
half a century, despite absenting himself for one or two years
here and there. He was a member of the proprietary for the fol-
lowing periods: 1843-46; 1854-62; 1864-68; and from 1874 until
his death on 25 October 1895, when he was the principal. His
links lived on, for one of his daughters had married W.G.
Lipscomb who would represent the family in the Mercury’s af-
fairs and two of whose sons would later become directors when
the
3. Continued as daily until merger with Free Press in 1904 to form Bathurst Daily
Argus.
4. Ceased publication about 1887, judging by the disappearance of its title from di-
rectories.
5. Began publication as a daily when established 28 September 1889; published
daily until amalgamation with Western Times in 1963 to produce Western Advo-
cate.
6. See (3) above.
7. Resulted from merger of Times and Free Press.
8. Still published as a daily.
9. Ceased publication about 1885.
10. Absorbed by Goulburn Evening Penny Post in 1927.
11. Tri-weekly until it absorbed Herald from 1 July 1927; then daily.
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12. Still published as a daily.
13. Ceased publication 31 March 1922.
Mercury became a limited liability company in 1924. Dr T.W.
Lipscomb was chairman of directors in the Mercury‘s centenary
year (Maitland Mercury 1983).
In Bathurst, William Farrand owned the Free Press for nine
years from 1849 before the White family — John Charles White
followed by sons Charles and Gloster Searle White — owned it
from 1858 until its title disappeared in 1904 in the merger with
the Times to form the Bathurst Daily Argus. Even then, G.S. White
continued in the Argus proprietary. Either Edward George Wil-
ton or his brother, Thomas Talbot Wilton, ran the Bathurst Times
for virtually fifteen years from its establishment in 1858. Edward
established the Times in partnership with W. Wheeler, but was
sole proprietor by the close of 1860 (Bathurst Times 1860). Edward
himself left Bathurst in 1862 to join the rush to the Lachlan gold
fields, near Forbes, and brother Thomas continued at the Times.
At Forbes, E.G. Wilton and his former opponent, one-time
Bathurst Free Press proprietor, William Farrand, established the
Lachlan Observer and Miners’ Advocate as a bi-weekly on 3 May
1862 (Yass Courier 1862; Shakespeare Collection, 16/272). As with
many newspaper ventures in Forbes in the 1860s, the Observer
was an example of the high infant mortality rate which the au-
thor mentioned in the introduction to this discussion. Wilton
maintained his interest in the Bathurst paper, but on 26 July 1867,
his wife, Charlotte Ann, died at the age of 39 (Bathurst Times
1867). This occurred just as the Times was to slip from the hands
of the Wiltons for twelve months because of a heavy libel judge-
ment in an action brought against them by Edmund Webb, a
leading businessman and a former mayor (Bathurst District His-
torical Society files). In 1868 E.G. Wilton left Bathurst again and
was appointed the first manager of the Wagga Wagga Advertiser
and Riverine Reporter, established as a bi-weekly on 10 October
and the forerunner of today’s Daily Advertiser (Wagga Wagga Ad-
vertiser 1868; Daily Advertiser 1968). T.T. Wilton resumed owner-
ship of the Bathurst Times in July 1868 and operated the
newspaper until 5 July 1873 when he sold it to Alfred John
Dowse and George Halkerston MacDougal (Bathurst Times 1868
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and 1873). They operated the Times for 29 years until
MacDougal, who had been an employee for nine years before he
entered the proprietary, withdrew from the partnership on 14
February 1902 because of failing health (Bathurst Daily Times
1902; Bathurst District Historical Society files). Dowse continued
as proprietor and joined forces with G.S. White in the ownership
of the Bathurst Daily Argus — the title reverted to the Bathurst
Times in 1909 when it switched from evening to morning issue
(Western Advocate 1963; Reuter’s 1910, p.13).
In Goulburn, as mentioned, William Jones ran the Herald for
the first decade. It was through William Russell Riley who
bought the Herald with John W. Chisholm on 20 March 1858 that
the title gained long-term stability (Goulburn Herald 1858b). Chis-
holm withdrew from the partnership in 1879, but the Riley fam-
ily remained the principals until 1919. W.R. Riley edited the
Herald for a total of 26 years — 1858-1880 and 1895-1899 — and
his son, Alfred, managed and edited it from 1899-1919. For 15
years from 1880, Riley relied on Alfred Ellis to edit the Herald.
Riley had been so impressed with him as a journalist and as a
man that he had named his son after Ellis (Goulburn Herald 1899;
Goulburn Evening Penny Post 1910a and 1910b). Ellis had come to
Goulburn upon the failure in Sydney of Henry Parkes’ Empire,
where Ellis had been sub-editor, to become editor of the
Goulburn Chronicle at £400 a year, probably one of the highest sal-
aries paid before 1901 to the editor of a country journal. Striking
difficulties with his sight, Ellis bought a farm at Jerrara, between
Marulan and Bungonia, and some years later, his sight improved
and with the Chronicle absorbed by the Herald, he accepted the
editorship of the Herald in 1880 and continued until his retire-
ment in 1895 (Goulburn Herald 1901; Goulburn Evening Penny Post
1910a). Ellis belonged ‘to the old school of journalists who held
that the proper function of a newspaper was to chronicle events
soberly and accurately, to eschew sensationalism as if it were the
plague, to comment on public issues in an honest way without
rancour, to criticise without personalities, and generally to set a
high standard of literary workmanship’ (Hebblewhite 1922a).
After Riley’s death on 11 August 1910, W.R. Riley and Co. con-
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tinued to own the Herald until the death on 10 May 1919 at age 55
of his son, Alfred Ellis Riley, who had become the editor shortly
before his father’s death (The Journalist 1927, p.102; Australian &
New Zealand Press Directory 1919, p.37; Goulburn Evening Penny
Post 1919).
During the 1860s, Riley employed as the Herald‘s overseer the
man who would establish a family dynasty at the Post that
would survive the amalgamation with the Herald in 1927 and
that would last for more than 90 years. At the close of August
1870, Thomas Daniel, formerly overseer at the Sydney Morning
Herald, and George Gray, another Goulburn Herald employee,
tendered successfully to buy the Evening Penny Post, established
earlier that year by John Lancashire Harris. He had been the
printer and later proprietor of the Southern Observer, a Church of
England newspaper that had been “shockingly mismanaged and
involved the Church in considerable loss” (Goulburn Herald &
Chronicle 1870b; Goulburn Evening Penny Post 1935, p.9; Wyatt
1972, p.233; Wyatt 1937, p.129). Harris bought the plant of the
Southern Observer and used it to launch the Goulburn Evening
Penny Post, a title he had registered on 16 December 1869 (Shake-
speare Collection). None of the “Harris” issues of the Post have
survived, but he had certainly established it by the first week of
June 1870, and possibly some months earlier (Goulburn Herald &
Chronicle 1870a). Harris gave John Joseph Henniker Heaton a
trial as editor with a view to admitting him to the proprietary, a
move that doomed Harris’ ownership, for Heaton landed the
Post with a libel action which cost Harris the paper. He ceased
publication after the issue of Thursday, 18 August, and tenders
were invited on 27 August for the goodwill, and the plant and
machinery, “consisting of two sets of type (one nearly new), a
large quantity of Jobbing Type, and all other Materials necessary
for carrying on the printing business in all its branches”
(Goulburn Herald & Chronicle 1870a, 1870b and 1870c; Wagga
Wagga Advertiser 1870). Daniel and Gray were the successful ten-
derers, with the blessing of Herald proprietor Riley. Thomas Dan-
iel became sole proprietor of the Post after Gray sold his interest,
but continued as an employee. In May 1881 Gray bought an in-
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terest in the Yass Evening Tribune, joining Andrew Gill Brander
who had established it on 1 July 1879. Gray became sole propri-
etor in July 1883 (Yass Courier 1881b and 1883; Newspaper News
1937, p.16).
Unusual for a newspaper dynasty, the Daniel family mem-
bers were all printers. Thomas Daniel was owner and foreman
until his death in 1895, and then sons Alfred and Walter shared
the management until Alfred died in 1920 (Goulburn Evening
Penny Post 1895; Frazer 1996). Walter, who died in 1935, became
chairman of directors of the company formed in 1927 upon the
amalgamation of the Southern Morning Herald and the Post (Syd-
ney Morning Herald 1935, p.12). His son, Thomas Leslie, took over
as chairman, only to die in 1940 at the age of 45 (Newspaper News
1940, p.12). Thomas’s younger brother, John Alfred Daniel,
chaired the board until, at his behest, the family sold in 1962 to
Rupert Henderson, managing director of John Fairfax & Sons
Ltd. (Daniel 1996; Souter 1981, p.425). Overlapping the genera-
tions of the Daniel dynasty, and providing the clue to how a fam-
ily of printers was able to maintain dominance of a newspaper,
was an editorial partnership between two unusual journalists,
Thomas J. Hebblewhite and Henry Pinn. Hebblewhite edited the
Post from 1885-1900, and Pinn from 1900-1925, with Hebblewhite
continuing as his offsider until the end of 1920 (Newspaper News
1939, p.12; Frazer 1996). Pinn joined the Post in 1876 as an ap-
prentice compositor but soon moved to the editorial department.
Hebblewhite said he entered the doors of the Post for first time at
9 o’clock on Monday morning, 18 May 1885:
When I commenced duty I found H. Pinn who already had several
years there to his credit, and for nearly 36 years afterwards, without a
break, save an occasional holiday, we sat at adjoining desks or at oppo-
site ends of the office table. So thoroughly did each come to know how,
in 19 out of 20 matters of current interest, the other would think and
reason and conclude, that there was no need for consultation except to
avoid overlapping and unnecessary duplication of “copy”. Especially
was this the case in anything into which economics entered
(Hebblewhite 1922b).
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Pinn and Hebblewhite were joint secretaries of the Goulburn
branch of the Single Tax League of New South Wales and they
both served on the general election committee of Goulburn’s first
Labour Electoral League Member of Parliament, Dr Leslie Hollis
(Goulburn Evening Penny Post 1890; Frazer 1996). In Wyatt’s view
(1972, p.241), they brought a tinge of republicanism to the Post in
the 1890s.
Grafton failed to boast a level of family involvement in news-
paper ownership equivalent to that experienced in Maitland,
Bathurst and Goulburn, but there was still stability of ownership
as a rule. It was left to George Henry Varley to produce a pro-
longed period of ownership for the Clarence and Richmond Exam-
iner, the newspaper which became a daily in 1915. After the
21-month Vincent proprietorship, with Clark Irving always in
the wings, Richard Stevenson was proprietor for 14 years from
1861-1875. The McNaughton-Gray partnership lasted six years
until Gray sold his interest to Varley on 7 May 1881 (Clarence &
Richmond Examiner 1881a). McNaughton himself sold his interest
to Varley on 2 April 1885. For 34 years, Varley was either man-
ager or editor or both, as well as being either joint or sole propri-
etor. He brought wide experience on the mechanical and
journalistic sides, having worked on the Maitland Ensign, the
Miners’ Advocate before it moved to Newcastle proper, and the
Newcastle Morning Herald (Radi et al 1979, p.279). In 1905, Varley
and his wife moved to Sydney for health reasons and Varley con-
tinued to administer the Examiner from a distance, bringing ‘the
Examiner into greater prominence in the metropolis’ (Cowan‘s
1908, p.21). He also became closely involved with the work of the
NSW Country Press Association, established in October 1900,
and chaired the board of the organisation’s business arm from
1906 until 1932 (Press Progress 1936, p.32). In 1915, with the per-
suasion of a group of Clarence people who believed the interest
in war news could be satisfied only by a daily paper, Varley de-
cided to sell the tri-weekly Examiner to a local company for
£10,923, of which £1000 was in shares. The leader of the Clarence
citizens was Earle Christmas Grafton Page, a local medical prac-
titioner who became mayor of South Grafton in 1918 and the
A case study of four provicial press sites 181
Federal MHR for Cowper in 1919 (Press Progress 1962, p.36).
Page, a nephew of Thomas and Robert Page, the founders of the
Grafton Argus, held Cowper for 42 years. He led the Country
Party 1921-39, was the Federal Treasurer 1923-29, held other
ministerial portfolios for 16 years, and in 1939 upon the death in
office of the prime minister, Joseph Lyons, led the government
for 19 days (Souter 1988, p.317; Rydon 1975, pp.172-173). Of the
69 shareholders of the new newspaper company, Page held the
largest interest and Varley was another significant shareholder.
The Examiner became a daily on 1 July 1915. The Daily Examiner
Ltd. took control of the Macleay Argus, Kempsey, in 1918, giving
Page an influential say in the editorial policy of the major news-
papers in the northern and southern portions of the Cowper elec-
torate. In 1944, his son-in-law, W. Bailey Tart, was appointed
editor of the Daily Examiner and served in that position until 1960
(Newspaper News 1944, p.14; Moorhead 1996). A Grafton mens-
wear retailer, William Frederick Blood, chaired the Examiner
board from 1920 until his death on 29 October 1952 (Daily Exam-
iner 1952). It was not until 1952 that the Examiner sold its control-
ling interest in the Macleay Argus — to the Examiner’s production
manager, E.H. Chataway, who had inaugurated Grafton’s most
successful celebration, the Jacaranda Festival, and who had been
mayor of Grafton in 1940-41 (Daily Examiner 1986, p.15; Walker
1980, pp.172-173; Chataway 1996). Reminiscent of the profitabil-
ity of the Maitland Mercury in the third quarter of the nineteenth
century, the Daily Examiner, from 1916 to 1940, issued dividends
of £45,166 on a paid-up capital of £11,498 (Walker 1980, p.173).
Conclusion
Even in more stable population centres, such as the four stud-
ied in this paper, nineteenth-century newspaper titles tended to
have lives as short as a few years or even a few months. To en-
dure for half a century or more, titles needed proprietors who
demonstrated persistence in the face of difficulties and commit-
ment to their community and their newspaper, while pursuing
an editorial policy that satisfied most of their readers most of the
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time. Often these proprietors edited the papers, too, for at least
some period of their ownership. While generally greeting com-
petition with overt acceptance, they saw the emergence of a rival
as a stimulus to lift their game and to fight harder for profitabil-
ity. This could be reflected in a number of ways: through increas-
ing the frequency of publication of their journal; through
enlarging it; through obtaining better types and a more profi-
cient printing press; through improving their telegraphic service.
Proprietors whose newspaper titles endured were generally able
to attract long-serving, moderate editors who themselves con-
tributed significantly to the survival of the titles.
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